has. The income should be divided and earmarked for spen
ding on religious purposes, supporting parents, helpin
friends, honouring guests and spending on himself. Charit
has been assigned the top position in the list of man's piou
duties.

There is no act nobler than donation to righteous can
ses. At the same time there is no greater demeaning pro
fession than seeking alms. Scriptures describe a man'
wealth as a trust given to him by God to be spent on genuin
purposes and on the needy.

Philanthrophy should be spontaneous as well as instan
taneous. It should not be extended to gain fame or to sho\
off one's wealth or magnanimity.

In the Mahabharata, Kama's character was one o
remarkable generosity. Once to help a poor man, he hande<
over a golden bowl with his left hand, an act which is barre<
by the code of ethics. His reply was that mind being s<
fickle, it might change his decision by the time he transferred
the cup from the left hand to the right. Inspite of such goo<
conduct, he was associated with unscrupulous men as i
was because of destiny. The epic gives the message tha
man should subject himself to the course of fate. He cai
neither try to ignore it nor attempt to overcome it, using hi
ingenuity. Otherwise, one can not explain how Yudhistira
the symbol ofDharma, could succumb to the temptation t<
gamble. Kama declined to defect from his mentor's arm:

even after Lord Krishna revealed to him his identity as th
brother of the Pandavas. He did not want to be declared a
an ungrateful wretch by Duryodhana who had elevated bin
to a high post when all others had despised him. For hi
charitable disposition and valour. God rewarded him witi
His Vision, ignoring the fact that he had supported wicke-
forces.

19. Humility takes devotee nearer to God

God is very much attracted by the humility of th'